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SPEIGHT JENKINS GENERAL DIRECTOR

RING 2005 CAST LETTER

From Speight Jenkins, Seattle OperaGenera Director:

In 2001, Seattle Operapromised that Stephen Wadsworth would direct agreat new Ring and that heand the
designers—ThomasLynch (sets), Martin Pakledinaz (costumes), and Peter Kaczorowski (lights—would return
in 2005 not to revivethe Ring but to recreateit. The same sets, costumes, and lightswill not have changed
drasticaly, but thedirection of each singer will again be attuned to theartist performing the part. Thoughthis
seemsobvious, it’'snot dwaysdone. EachtimethisRingisperformed, it will be newly minted.

Thecast will beamix of new and returning artists. Jane Eaglen, our Brinnhildefrom 2000 and 2001, will return
inthesamethreeroles, rolesthat she has sung in most of theworld’'sgreat operahouses. Theacclaim
engendered by her 1solde at the M etropolitan Operaand her Segfried Brinnhildeat Lyric Operaof Chicago
thisfal marksthe constant artistic development of thisgreet artist. Her Siegfried will again beAlan\Woodrow.
Maybe| should say ahealthy Alan Woodrow. As| don’t need to remind those who were herein 2001, Alan
suffered an accident which did not allow himto perform his Siegfried, soinasensethisgreat Canadian artist will
sing and act hisfirst Seattle Siegfried next summer. Greer Grimdey will sing Wotan and theWanderer. Thisgreat
American baritonewho hassung brilliant performancesin many theatersof the Dutchman, Telramundin
Lohengrin, Wolfram in Tannhauser, Kurwnal in Tristan und I solde, and Amfortasin Parsifal, now will add
theking of thegodsto hisrepertoire.

Theyoung Wa sungs Siegmund and Sieglindewill bring back to Seattle Operatwo well loved artistsfrom 2001
Richard Berkeley-Stedeand Margaret Jane Wray. Berkel ey-Steel e stepped into Alan Woodrow’ sshoesand
acted Siegfried inthefirst cyclein 2001 and sang therolein cyclestwo and three. Now he appearsasthe
brown-eyed Wa sung. Hewill add to thisrolethat of the god Frohin Das Rheingold. Ms. Wray gave Sedttlea
great Sieglindein both the mini-Ring of 2000 and the cycles of 2001. Shea so enacted the Third Norn, which
shewill again performin 2005. Inthefall of 2003, she scored amajor successas Sentain Der fliegende
Hollander in Pittsburgh, and shereturnsto Seattle Operain February of 2004 inthetitlerole of Strauss's
Ariadne auf Naxos.

Richard Paul Fink, afavored Alberich al around theworld, will repeat hischaracterization of the dwarf who
startsthering spinning, arolethat he hasperformed in Germany, at the Met, and at many other operahouses.
Two major roleswill betaken by newcomers. Hagen (Alberich’sson and one of Gétterdammerung’ sthree
major roles) will mark the British bass Gidon Seks' first appearancein our cycles. Hehassung therolewith
great successthisfal in London, and | saw hissuperb Boris Godunov both in London and Toronto. Of great
interest, too, will bethefirst appearancein acomplete cycle of the Polish contralto EwaPodles, Erdain Das
Rheingold and Segfried aswell asthe First Norn. Ms. Podles, agreat Handel and bel canto artist, hassung
Erdabeforeto great acclaim.

Fricka, Wotan'swifeand amajor player in Das Rheingold and Die Walkire, will again bein the hands (and
voca cords) of Stephanie Blythe, agreat mezzo-soprano and astar of the 2000 mini-Ring and the 2001 cycles.
Shewill again sing the Second Nornaswell. Nancy Maultsby, avital component of the Seattle Ring over the
past decade, will return for the crucial role of Waltrautein Goétterdammerung.

Stephen Milling, who made an unforgettable Gurnemanzinlast summer’sParsifal, which opened Marion Oliver
McCaw Hall, will return asHunding and Fasolt (roles he made hisownin both 2000 and 2001), while Gabor
Andrasy, who hashad several magjor rolesin every Seattle OperaRing since hisAmerican debut hereinthe
1987 cycle, will sing Fafner.

Many other mgjor artistsarereturningin vital rolesthey madetheir own herein 2000 and 2001. Two tenors,
Peter Kazarasand Thomas Harper, Logein DasRheingold and Mimein both Das Rheingold and Segfried,
respectively, will again offer their unforgettableinterpretations of these characters. Another returning singer isthe
American baritone Gordon Hawkins, whowill sing again theroleshedid so beautifully inthe 1995 Ring cycle:
Donner in Das Rheingold and Gunther in Gotterdammerung. Mg or American soprano, Marie Plette, Micaéla
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inthisseason’s Carmen, will again sing Frelain DasRheingold, Ortlindein DieWalkire, and Gutrunein
Gotterdammerung.

Thethree Rhine Daughters, who in our Ring swim asthey sing, will be sung by Wendy Hill (Woglinde), Laura
Tucker (Wellgunde), and Beth Clayton (Flosshilde). The Forest Bird will bean additiona rolefor Wendy Hill,
while LauraTucker will sng Rosswei sseand Beth Clayton, Siegrune. TheVakyriesnot previoudy named will
be sung by Jennifer Wilson (Helmwige), Stacey Rishoi (Waltraute), FredrikaBrillembourg (Grimgerde), and
LurettaBybee (Schwertleite).

Andwhowill mold all theseartisssmusically? Who will bethemusical leader of the Ring, without whose
powerful presenceno cycle hasreal character? Robert Spano, the music director of the Atlanta Symphony and
the Brooklyn Philharmonic. Maestro Spano isone of America’ sfinest and most exciting young conductors.
Thesewill behisfirst cycles.

| believethat with these extraordinary artists Seattle Operacan giveyou an unforgettable Ring. Every timewe
mount acyclewewant it to bethe best onewe have done. Thistime, with thiscast and conductor, thisdirector
and thesedesigners, it ismy sincere hope—and belief—that we can outdo oursel ves.



