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Seattle Opera Young Artists
Maria D’AmatoAnd Michael Todd Simpson
Sing For Mariners Opening Day

Seattle—Two membersof Seattle Opera s Young Artists Program, soprano MariaD’ Amato and baritone
Michael Todd Simpson, will singthe National Anthem for the Mariners Opening Day gameagainst the
AnaheimAngels, April 6, 2004.

D’ Amato and Simpson star in Seattle Opera sYoungArtists' production of Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte at the
Theatre at Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue. TheoperaopensApril 2 and runsthrough April 10, 2004.

In 2003, the Seattle Opera Chorus sang the National Anthem for the house opener, and other visiting artists
for Seattle Operaproductions sang the Nationa Anthem for approximately 20 more games|ast season.

Seattle Opera’ slong run at SAFECO Field beganin 1999, when soprano Deborah Voigt and tenor Gary

L akes opened the ball park with the National Anthem. In 2001, tenor Alan \Woodrow joined the Mariners
threetimesduring their playoff run. Baritone Richard Paul Fink opened the 2002 season, and other visiting
artistsfrom Seattle Opera productions stepped up to the plate for ten more gamesin the 2002 season.
International operastar Jane Eaglen, last seen herein Richard Strauss' s Ariadne auf Naxos, often singsthe
National Anthemfor the Seattle Mariners, her favorite baseball team.

Sesattle OperaGenera Director Speight Jenkinswill accompany D’ Amato and Simpsonto SAFECO Field.
Jenkins, an enthusiastic Marinersfan and season ticket holder, attendsasmany home gamesashisschedule
dlows

Morethan 600 singers applied to enter Seattle Opera s2003/04 Young Artists Program, but only 12 singers
wereaccepted into the program in early September. TheYoungArtists Program providestrainingto singers
intheir mid-20sand early 30sin all aspectsof acareer inopera. The program, now initssixth year,
concludeseach spring with afully staged operain Bellevue and, oneweek | ater, aconcert version of the
operawith the YakimaSymphony.

D’ Amato singstheroleof Despinain Cosi fan tutte. She holdsabachelor of music degreefrom Boston
University and amaster of music degreefrom Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, (CCM). Whilein
Cincinnati, D’ Amato sang theroles of Despina, Sarah Good in Ward's Crucible, and Molly Piconinthe
world premiere of Hoffmann’s The Memory Game. Asayoung artist with OperaNorthin 2002, she
performed theroles of Poppeaand Drusillain Monteverdi’s Incoronazione di Poppea.

Simpson singstherole of Guglielmoin Cosi fan tutte. He cameto Seattlefrom the Glimmerglass OperaYoung
AmericanArtists Program. A graduate of Erskine College, Simpson also earned hismaster of music degreefrom
CCM, wherehisrolesincluded Figaroin Mozart'sNozze di Figaro and William JenningsBryaninMoore's
Ballad of Baby Doe. Simpson has sung in two productionswith Cincinnati Opera, including theroleof Parisin
Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette and therole of Inmate#3 in Hegie's Dead Man Walking.

TheMariners home opener against theAnaheim Angelsbeginsat 2:05 p.m. at SAFECO Field, April 6, 2004.

TheNationa Anthemwill besung at 1:55 p.m., with pre-gamefestivitiesbeginning approximately one half-hour
before the opening.
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SeattleOpera’'sYoungArtistsOpera: Mozart’sCosi fan tutte

6 Performances. April 2, 3,4 (matinee), 9, 10 (matinee), 10 (evening), 2004
Evening Performances: 7:00 p.m.

Matinees: 2:00 p.m.

Tickets: $28 for adultsand $15 for students

Ticket Information: 206-389-7676

Performed at the Theatre at M eydenbauer Center in Bellevue, Washington

HH#

Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company is recognized
internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera’s interpretations of the works of
Richard Wagner. Seattle Opera dedicates its inaugural season in the new Marion Oliver McCaw Hall to Dorothy Priscilla “Patsy” Bullitt Collins.

Seattle Opera is grateful to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund, Bank of America, The Boeing
Company, Beethoven/Classical KING FM 98.1, Charles E. Stuart Charitable Foundation, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers' Endowment,
King County Cultural Development Authority, Kreielsheimer Foundation, Microsoft Corporation, National Endowment for the Arts, Nesholm
Family Foundation, PONCHO, Seattle Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, Seattle Opera Guild, Sherman Clay Pianos, The Wallace Foundation, and
Washington State Arts Commission. Seattle Opera is a participant in the Seattle Arts Stabilization Project, a joint venture of the Seattle Arts

Stabilization Committee and the National Arts Stabilization Fund. 4/1/04



