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Seattle Opera Announces 2005/06 Young Artists
Including First Male Soprano and First Contralto in Program

Singers Selected for Great American VoicesMilitary Base Tour

YoungArtistsin Performance
At Auburn, Bellingham, Bremerton, Everett and Kirkland

Britten’s Turn of the Screw Selected for YoungArtistsOperain Bellevue

Seattle—Seattle OperaGeneral Director Speight Jenkins announced today that twelve singers have been
selected for the 2005/06 Young Artists Program. For thefirst time, thesingerspicked includeamale
soprano (David Korn) and acontralto (TeresaS. Herold). Also, for thefirst time, theYoungArtists
Program will present Britten’s Turn of the Screw, in anew production directed by Peter Kazaras.

“New and exciting thisyear aretwo voicetypesthat we have not had in the program before: acontralto and
atruemale soprano,” said Seattle OperaEducation Director Perry Lorenzo. Male sopranos (highest male
voicetype) have enjoyed “areal renaissance’ in major operahousesover the past ten years, added
Lorenzo, asU.S. companiesrei ntroduce baroque operas and the works of 20th-century composer
Benjamin Brittenintotheir repertoire. Similarly, athough severa early workswere scored for the contralto
(thelowest femalevoicetype), thisvoicetypeisfar rarer than the soprano or mezzo-soprano. Recently,
singerslike contralto EwaPodles (Erdain Seattle Opera sRing des Nibelungen) have created agreater
demand for true contralto singersin major operahouses.

Thisyear’sYoungArtistsare mezzo-soprano L uciaCervoni, soprano Robyn Driedger-Klassen, mezzo-
soprano Sarah Heltzel, contralto TeresaS. Herold, baritone Jeremy Alan Kelly, male soprano David Korn,
soprano Maureen McKay, soprano AlexisMartin, soprano AnyaMatonovic, tenor Wesl ey Edwin Rogers,
tenor Ted Schmitz, and soprano Elizabeth Schultz. (Moreinformation oneach singer can befound at
Sesttle Opera'sWeb site: http://ww.segttl eopera.org/company/young/artists.aspx)

Driedger-Klassen, Heltzel, Kelly, McKay, and Schmitz arereturning to the program, and therest are
participating inthe Young Artists Program for thefirst time. Rogers, however, isnot unknown to Seettle
Operaaudiences. He hasappeared hereasMaintop in Britten’s Billy Budd, the Fourth Jew in Richard
Strauss's Salome, and, most recently, Trinin Puccini’sFanciulla del West.

In October and November, two casts of six singerseach will taketo theroad to present the YoungArtists
in Performancein Everett, Auburn, Bellingham, Bremerton, and Kirkland, Washington.
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Thisyear, theYoung Artistswere a so selected to be part of the Great American VoicesMilitary Base
Tour, anew program sponsored by the National Endowment of theArtswith the support of the Boeing
Company and OperaAmerica. Thetour involves24 operacompaniesperforming at 39 military bases
acrossthe country. The Great American \Voicesconcert will take place at the Kitsap Naval Base, Keyport,
Washington, on November 10. (Further information about Great American VoicesMilitary Base Tour can
befound at http://www.arts.gov/nationa/GAV/)

For the Young Artistsin Performance, the cast will begin the evening with aselection from Stephen
Sondheim’sLittle Night Musi c and continue with piecesfrom classic worksby Mozart, Bellini, Donizetti,
Offenbach, Verdi, and Weill, among others. Theevening will end with thefinaefrom Britten’s Midsummer
Night'sDream. On February 11, 2006, the YoungArtistswill finish their concert tour by performing with
the'YakimaSymphony in'Yakima, Washington.

Another important feature of the Young Artists Program isthesingers’ participationin Seattle Opera's
elementary school program, Opera Goesto School. Thisyear, theYoungArtistswill perform Theft of the
Gold: The Ring Begins (an adaptation of Wagner’s Rheingold) with studentsin eight elementary schools
located in Sedttle, Bellevue, and Yakima, Washington. These productionswill take placethroughout
February 2006.

TheYoungArtists Program concludeswith Britten’s Turn of the Screwin afully staged production at the
Theatre at Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue, Washington. Theideafor doing Britten’sopera, based onthe
famousghost story by Henry James, camefrom Lorenzo. “Heknew | wanted to do something alittle of f

the beatentrack,” said Kazaras, who a so directed last season’s Young Artistsin Mozart’sNozze di Figaro.

Dean Williamsonwill return to the program to conduct The Turn of the Screw. Williamson hasled all
previous performances of the YoungArtists Operaaswell asthe recent mainstage production of
Offenbach’s Contes des Hoffmann at Seattle Opera.

Ticketsfor The Turn of the Screw will go on salein November and be avail able through Seettle Opera’s
Ticket Office, 206-389-7676 or 800-426-1619, or Seattle Opera swebsite, www.seattl eopera.org.

2005/06 YoungArtistsProgram

Morethan 400 applicants sent in resumesto Seettle Opera sYoungArtists Program for thisseason. During
thefina auditions, Seattle OperaGeneral Director Speight Jenkinsand L orenzo listened to dozensof live
auditionsin Seettleandin New York.

Sesttle Opera’'sYoungArtists Programisnow entering itselghth year and has becomeknown for launching
promising young singersontheir careersin opera. “Sinceweopened McCaw Hall in 2003, amost every
operahasfeatured aformer YoungArtistinamainstagerole. Look at thesingersinthisyear’sRing andthe
upcoming End of the Affair,” said Lorenzo. “Itisthebest proof of the strength of the program and the
typeof singersthat wedevelop.”

Thissummer, in Seettle Opera’'slatest production of Wagner’sRing, former Young Artist Jennifer Hines
made her mainstage debut as Fl osshilde and Rossewei ssewhile Sarah Heltzel (who entered theprogramin
2004/05) made her mainstage debut as Siegrune. Other former Young Artists appearing on Seettle Opera's
mainstage last season included Lawrence BrownleeasArcadio in Catén’s Florencia del Amazonas,
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Julianne Gearhart as Olympiain Offenbach’s Contes d’ Hoffmann and the CountessMaid in Verdi’s
Rigoletto, Heather Parker asAntoniain Offenbach’s Contes d’ Hoffmann, and Joseph Rawley asthe
Innkeeper/Captainin Puccini’sManon Lescaut. 1n October, 2004/05 Young Artist EdlyndeOliveira
makes her mainstage debut as Sarah in Jake Heggie' sEnd of the Affair.

YoungArtistsin Performance

Ticketsfor theYoungArtistsin Performance are handled through the performance venue. Ticketsare not
availablethrough Seettle Opera'sTicket Office. Seethelisting below for moreinformation. Further
information about the venues can befound in the calendar section of Seattle Opera’'sWeb Site,

www.segttleopera.org.

Historic Everett Theatre, Everett, WA, October 29, 8:00 p.m.
Concert with Everett Symphony Chamber Orchestra
For tickets, call 425-258-1605

Riverside Theatre, Auburn, WA, November 4, 7:30 p.m.
For tickets, call 253-931-3043

Mount Baker Theatre, Bellingham, WA, November 6, 2:00 p.m.
For tickets, call 360-734-6080

Kirkland Performance Center, Kirkland, WA, November 12, 2005, 8:00 p.m.
For tickets, call 425-893-9900

Kitsap Golf and Country Club, Bremerton, WA, November 13, 2:00 p.m.
For tickets, call 360-377-0166

Britten’s Turn of the Screw

TheYoungArtistswill perform Britten’s Turn of the Screw for 6 performances. March 31, April 1, 2
(matinee), April 7,8, and 9 (matinee), 2006. All evening performanceswill beginat 7:30 p.m. and all
matineesat 2:00 p.m. at Bellevue' sMeydenbauer Center.

Ticketsfor thisevent will beavailablethrough the Seattle OperaTicket Office. Ticketswill goonsaleto
donorsand subscriberson November 7, 2005. Ticketswill go on saleto the general public November 14,
2005. Further information onthe productionisavailable at www.seattleopera.org. PreviousYoungArtists
Operasat the Theatre at Meydenbauer Center have sold out.

Britten’sTurn of theScrew Ticket I nformation

All performances take place at the Theatre at Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue, Washington
Tickets go on sale November 7, 2005, to Seattle Opera subscribers and donors
Tickets go on sale November 14, 2005, to the general public

Tickets: $15 student, $35 adult, $125 patron ticket
Ticket Office: 206-389-7676/800-426-1619

Credit Cards Accepted: American Express, VISA, MasterCard
Online Orders. www.seattleopera.org
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Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company is recognized

internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera’s interpretations of the
works of Richard Wagner.

The Young Artists Program gratefully acknowledges the support of the Wallace Foundation, the Boeing Company, Microsoft
Corporation, PONCHO, Artsfund, Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, City of Seattle, National Endowment for the Arts, Washington State
Arts Commission, 4Culture, William Randolph, Hearst Foundation, The Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, Peach Foundation, The
Herman Lissner, Smith Barney, Bank of America, Quality Business Systems, Bellevue Arts Commission, Standing Ovation, BRAVO! Club,
Puget Sound Energy, Kibble & Prentice, Inc., and Bellevue Convention Center Authority.



