SLATLLEORERA RING NEWS

For Immediate Release

Spanoin Rehearsal for HisFirst Ring,

Production Marks30th Anniversary of Ring at Seattle Opera

Seattle—American conductor Robert Spano isnow in Seattleto rehearse Wagner’sRing des
Nibelungen for presentation at Seattle Opera's Summer Festival. Thisisthemaestro'sfirsttime
conductingthe Ring. Music Director of theAtlanta Symphony Orchestrasince 2001, Spano has conducted
most major North American orchestras, hasled the operacompaniesof Chicago, Houston, and SantaFein
the United States, and has conducted the Royal Operaat Covent Garden, the Welsh National Opera, and
the OrchestraFilarmonicadellaScala

Spano will be conducting Seettle Opera s 30th-anniversary presentation of Wagner’sRing. Thethree
cyclesbegin August 7 and run through August 28. Spano previously appeared at Seattle Operain 2001,
conducting Britten’sBilly Budd. “Maestro Spanoisone of America sfinest and most exciting young
conductors,” said Seattle OperaGenera Director Speight Jenkins.

Since his Seattle Operadebut four years ago, Spano haswon three Grammy awards, including “ Best
Classica Album” for Vaughan Williams' Sea Symphony (released by Telarc). He hasa so been named
Director of Contemporary Music for the Tanglewood Festival. Upcoming eventsincludethree new releases
on Telarc and Deutsche Grammophon, conducting the Czech Philharmonic aswell asthe Chicago, Boston,
and Cleveland symphonies, leading the Atlanta Symphony Orchestraat CarnegieHall in 2006, and
conducting John Adams' Dr. Atomic at Lyric Operaof Chicago (2007/08 season).

Thirty Yearsof theRing in Seattle,
ThreeDistinct Productions,
Thirty-two Complete Cyclesto Date

Since Seattle Opera sfirst full Ringin 1975, the company’s productions of the Ring have become one of
themost highly anticipated classical music eventsinthe Northwest. Thisyear’sthreecompletecyclesof
the Ring sold out in November, approximately nine months before opening. Thisproductionwill bring
visitorsfrom 49 statesand 19 countriesto Seettle. Theonly ticketsleft are” standing room” —whichwill go
onsaeonthefirst day of each cycle.

Sesettle Operahasbuilt three distinct productionsof theRing. Thefirst Ring cyclewas presented inthe
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summer of 1975in German and English. That production’ssetsand costumes (Ring 1) were used through
1984. The second production (Ring 1) debuted in 1986 and had itsfinal presentationin 1995. Thethird
and current production was presented in full in 2001 (Das Rheingold and DieWalkiire were presented in
2000).

2005 marksthe 30th anniver sary of theRing in Seattle. Seattle Operahas presented the Ring 15times
since 1975, for atotal of 32 completecyclesin Seattle. With the 2005 presentation, Seattle Operawill
have presented 35 Ring cyclesover the course of 16 summer festivals. Thissummer’sRing opensAugust
7.

2001 SingersReturn for 2005
Grimsley and Berkeley-Seele Take On New Roles
Podles and Saks New to Ring

Seattle Opera s 2005 Ring features many of the singerswho made the 2001 Ring a sol d-out success.
Returning to the 2005 Ring are sopr ano Jane Eaglen (Br iinnhilde), tenor Alan Woodrow (Siegfried),
sopranoMargar et JaneWray (Sieglinde), and baritone Richar d Paul Fink (Alberich), anong
others. Alsoreturning to Seattle’ sRing but in new rolesaretenor Richard Berkeley-Seeleand
baritoneGreer Grimdey. Grimdey will singWotan for first timefor the complete cycle (hehassung the
Rheingold Wotan at L’ OpéraMontréal). Grimsley sang Donner and Gunther inthe 2001 Ring at Seattle
Opera. Berkeley-Sedestepped infor aninjured Woodrow in 2001, singing Siegfried. Thistime, hewill
sng Siegmund.

Singersnew to this production areworld-renowned Polish contr alto Ewa Podles (Erda/First Norn) and
British bass-baritone Gidon Saks(Hagen/Fafner). Podles made her Seattle Operadebut asAdalgisain
Bellini’sNormain 2003 and won the Seattle Opera sArtist of the Year Award for her performance. Saks
made hiscompany debut |ast summer asamemorable King Heinrich in Wagner’sLohengrin.

Wadsworth and Design Team Return
Production Movesto New Homeat M cCaw Hall

In 2001, director Sephen Wadsworth and hisdesign team—T homasLynch (sets), Martin
Pakledinaz (costumes) and Peter K aczor owski (lights)—received the 2001 EDDY (Entertainment
Design) award for their production of theRing. Also namedinthe EDDY award were Hair and Makeup
Designer Denise O’ Brien, Sesttle OperaTechnica Director Robert Schaub, Segttle OperaAssociate
Technica Director Robert F. Reynolds, Seattle Opera Scenic StudiosManager Michael Moore, Seettle
OperaCostume Shop Manager Lise Schellman, Flight and Fire Designer CharlesT. Buck, and Sesttle
OperaMaster ScenicArtist Kitty Kavanaugh.

For thefirst time, the Ring will be presented in Seattle Opera’'snew home, Marion Oliver McCaw Hall.
McCaw Hall, which stands on the site of the old OperaHouse, opened in 2003 and has been
acknowledged by criticsand audiencesto be one of thefinest operahousesin North America.
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Seattle Opera Summer Festival

Der Ring desNibelungen

By Richard Wagner

ThreeCycles

In German with English captions

CycleTickets. SOLD OUT

Standing Room Only: OnsaeAugust 7, August 15, and August 23

OPERA CYCLEI CYCLEII CYCLEII
DasRheingold  (Sun)August 7 (Mon)August15  (Tues)August 23
DieWalkire (Mon)August 8 (Tues) August 16 (Wed) August 24
Segfried (Wed) August 10 (Thurs)August18  (Fri) August 26
Gotterdammerung (Fri) August 12 (Sat) August 20 (Sun) August 28

Conductor: Robert Spano

Director: StephenWadsworth

Set Designer: ThomasLynch

CostumeDesigner: Martin Pakledinaz

Lighting Designer: Peter Kaczorowski

Original Hair and Makeup Designer: DeniseO’Brien

2005 Hair and Makeup Designer: Joyce Degenfelder

Fire Designer and Flight Technica Director: CharlesT. Buck
English Captions. Jonathan Dean

Brinnhilde: JaneEaglen
Wotan/TheWanderer: Greer Grimdey
Siegfried: Alan\Woodrow

Alberich: Richard Paul Fink
Sieglinde/Third Norn: Margaret JaneWray
Siegmund: Richard Berkeley-Stecle
Hagen/Fafner: Gidon Saks
Fricka/Second Norn: Stephanie Blythe
Erda/First Norn: EwaPodles

Loge: Peter Kazaras

Fasolt/Hunding: StephenMilling

Froh: ThomasRolf Truhitte
Donner/Gunther: Gordon Hawkins
Mime: ThomasHarper

Waltraute (Gotterdammerung): Nancy Maultsby
FreialOrtlinde/Gutrune: MariePlette
Woglinde/Forest Bird: Wendy Hill
Wellgunde: CarolynKahl
Flosshilde/Rossweisse: Jennifer Hinest
Hemwige CarolineThomas

Gerhilde: Holly Hal T

Waltraute (Walkire): Stacey Rishoi T
Grimgerde: FredrikaBrillembourgt
Schwertleite: LurettaBybee

Segrune SarahHeltzd T

Bear: Steven Goldstein

T Seattle Operadebut
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RingsAt Seattle Opera

Ring Year Number of cycles

Ring |

1975 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1976 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1977 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1978 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1979 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1980 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1981 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1982 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1983 2(linEnglishand 1in German)
1984 linGerman

Ring 11

1986 2inGerman

1987 2inGerman

1991 3inGerman

1995 3inGerman

Ring 111

2001 3inGerman

2005 3inGerman

2009 3inGerman

2013 3inGerman

Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company is recognized
internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera's presentation of the
works of Richard Wagner.

Seattle Opera gratefully acknowledges the support of the following for the Ring: Marion O. McCaw Garrison, Craig and Joan Watjen,
Virginia and Bagley Wright, 4Culture, National Endowment for the Arts, Washington State Arts Commission, John Graham Foundation,
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs, City of Seattle, Carol Franc Buck Foundation, Dilettante Chocolates, Town & Country
Chrysler/Jeep

Seattle Opera is appreciative to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund, Microsoft
Corporation, The Boeing Company, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers Endowment, Nesholm Family Foundation, Classical KING
FM 98.1, 4Culture, Charles E. Stuart Charitable Foundation, Kreielsheimer Foundation, PONCHO, Washington State Arts Commission,
Mayor’s Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs (City of Seattle), Wallace Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, Bank of America,
Key Bank, the Seattle Foundation, Seattle Opera Guild, Quality Business Systems, and Sherman Clay Pianos. Seattle Opera is a
participant in the Seattle Arts Stabilization Project, a joint venture of the Seattle Arts Stabilization Committee and the National Arts
Stabilization Fund.



