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American Soprano Carol Vaness Sings Her First Marschallin
In Der Rosenkavalier
At Seattle Opera

Single Ticketson Sale June 12

Sedttle—Carol Vanesssingsher first Marschallin in Seattle Opera s production of Richard Strauss's
Rosenkavalier, which opensAugust 5. While having adiverserepertoirethat extendsfrom Handel and
Gluck to Barber and Poulenc, the soprano hasbeen especialy celebrated for her Mozart roles—among
them Elettra, the Countess, Fiordiligi, DonnaAnnaand DonnaElvira, and Vitellia—and for her portraya of
Puccini’sTosca. Vaness haslong been recognized as one of the more engaging singers on the operastage,
winning over audiencesnot only through the beauity of her voice, but aso through theinterpretationsshe
offers. Now sheispreparing one of themost intriguing charactersin opera: theMarschallin, Marie Thérése,

“When Speight Jenkinsasked meto bethe Marschallin, | wasthrilled because I’ vewanted to sing therole
for twenty years,” said Vaness, who arrivesin Seattlethismonth to begin rehearsals. “1 dothink it hassome
of themost beautiful music ever written. Therejustisn’t anythinglikeit.”

For Sesattle Opera sproduction of Der Rosenkavalier, Vanesswill bejoined by English mezzo-soprano
Alice Coote as Octavian in her Seattle Operadebut, Irish soprano Frances L ucey as Sophie, and English
bass Peter Rose as Baron Ochs. Austrian baritone Wolfgang Holzmair makes his Seattle Operadebut as
Fanind.

Asher Fisch, who conducted Sesttle Opera’ s Parsifal in 2003 and Lohengrinin 2004, will beonthe
podium. Dieter Kaegi, director of Seattle Opera’s 1997 production, will return to the company. The sets
and costumes are by Bruno Schwengl.

“Carol Vanesshasthelife experience and the beauty aswell asthevocal, musical and dramatic capacity to
beagreat Marschallin. | am very happy to be ableto present her inarolethat should suit her sowell,” said
Sesttle OperaGenera Director Speight Jenkins.

Vaness has sung with the M etropolitan Opera, Royal Opera Covent Garden, San Francisco Opera,
Deutsche Oper Berlin, and Seattle Opera, among others. TheMarschallinisher tenth leading rolewith
Seattle Opera. She made her company debut asMassenet’sManonin 1985. For moreinformation onthe
production, including complete biographies of theartists, go to www.sesttleopera.org.

Ticketsfor Seattle Opera’s performances of Der Rosenkavalier goonsale June 12.
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DER ROSENKAVALIER

Music by Richard Strauss
Libretto by Hugo von Hofmannsthal
In Germanwith English Captions

Marion Oliver McCaw Hall

8 Performances. August5, 9, 12, 15, 18, 20m, 23, and 26, 2006

Approximate Running Time: 4 hoursand 20 minutesincluding twointermissions
Evening performancesbegin at 7:00 p.m., August 20 matineebeginsat 2:00 p.m.

Ticketsgoon saleJune 12, 2006: $49to $135
Seattle OperaTicket Office: 206-389-7676/800-426-1619
OnlineOrders. www.seattleopera.org

Artigts

Marschalin: Carol Vaness

Octavian: Alice Cootet

Sophievon Faninal: FrancesLucey

Baron Ochs: Peter Rose

Herr von Fanind: Wolfgang Holzmairt
AnltdianTenor: VinsonCole

Marianne: Mary McLaughlin

Va zacchi: Doug Jones

Annina GracidlaAraya

Commissioner of Police: Andrew Greenan
Marschalin’'sMgordomo/Innkeeper: William Saetre
Fanind’sMagordomo: Simeon Espert

Notary: TBA

NobleOrphans. DanaJohnson, Emily Clubb, Gail Nell
Milliner: Julianne Gearhart

Vendor of Pets. Noah Baetget

Lackeys/Waiters. Wedey Rogers, Barry Johnson, Leodigario del Rosario, Brian Box

Conductor: Asher Fisch

Stage Director: Dieter Kaegi

Scenery Designer: Bruno Schwengl
CostumeDesigner: Bruno Schwengl
Sets& Costumes: Built by Seattle Opera

Onecast only
tCompany debut

Julianne Gearhart, Wesdley Rogers, and L eodigario del Rosario areformer Seettle OperaYoungArtists.
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I nter national Wagner Competition
August 19, 2006, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $42to $52

AlsoinAugust, Seettle Operawill hold thefinal sfor itsfirst International Wagner Competition, featureseight
singersfrom the United States, Europe, and New Zealand competing for two $15,000 prizes. Detailsof the
competition can befound at www.seattl eopera.org.

Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has devel oped into one of the leading opera companiesin the United States. The
company isrecognized internationally for itstheatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially
the Opera’sinterpretations of the works of Richard Wagner. 1n 2006, Seattle Operapresentsitsfirst International Wagner
Competition, made possible by the Charles Simonyi Fund for Arts and Sciences.

Seattle Operais grateful to the following organizationsfor their steadfast major institutional support: 4Culture, ArtsFund,
TheBoeing Company, 98.1 KING FM, CharlesE. Stuart Charitable Foundation, The Jamesand Sherry Raisbeck Singers
Endowment, Kreiel sheimer Foundation, Microsoft Corporation, National Endowment for the Arts, Nesholm Family
Foundation, PONCHO, Officeof Arts& Cultural Affairs(City of Seattle), Seattle Opera Guild, Sherman Clay Pianos, and
Washington State Arts Commission.
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