EATTLE OPERA

Five Judges Announced for International Wagner Competition:
Sephanie Blythe, Dr. Dorothea Glatt, Sir Peter Jonas, Peter Kazaras,
and Sephen Wadsworth

Tickets to Competition Finals Go On Sale April 10

Sesattle—Seattle OperaGenera Director Speight Jenkins announced today thefivejudges selected for the
first International Wagner Competition. Thejudgeswill be StephanieBlythe, Dr. DorotheaGlatt, Sir Peter
Jonas, Peter Kazaras, and Stephen Wadsworth. All have significant experiencewith thevocal requirements
of Wagner’soperas.

Mezzo-soprano Blythe and tenor Kazaras have established international careersonthe operastage. Both
have sung in Seattle Opera’ s Ring aswell asother productionshere. Blythe made her company debut as
Frickain 2000 and returned to the company for Frickaand the second Norn in the 2001 and 2005 Ring.
Kazaras appeared in the 2005 Ring asL oge, arole hea so sang in the 1995, 2000, and 2001
presentations. Kazaraswasrecently named artistic director of Seattle Opera sYoungArtists Programand
hasdirected two productionsfor the Program aswell asBellini’sNormain 2003 for Seattle Operasmain
stage.

Wadsworthisthedirector of Seattle Opera sthird and current Ring production, last presented in 2005. He
has al so directed Wagner’s Fliegende Hollander (in 1989) and Lohengrin (in 1994 and 2004) aswell as
several other productionsfor the company.

Glatt served asthe assistant to Wolfgang Wagner, director of the Bayreuth Festival, for twenty-eight years.
Shehasjudged operacompetitions(including severa focusing on Wagnerian singers) in Germany, Italy,
Japan, and the United States.

Sir Peter Jonaswill have served 15 years asthe director of the Bavarian State Operaby thetimeheretires
inJuly. From 2001 to 2005, he served asthe chairman of the Deutsche Opernkonferenz, an association of

German-speaking operahouses.

More biographical information about the judges can be found onlinein the | WC section of www.seattleopera.org.
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Inter national Wagner Competition General Information
Eight Finalists Compete for Two $15,000 Prizes

Asprevioudy announced, the I nternational Wagner Competition onAugust 19 will feature eight opera
singers between the ages of 25 and 40, competing for two $15,000 prizes. Thefinalistswill singasalection
of Wagner’sariasin concert with afull orchestraled by conductor Asher Fisch.

Finalists:

Carolyn Betty, soprano, auditionedin New York

Jason Callins, tenor, auditioned in Sesattle

Dorothy Grandia, soprano, auditioned in London

Paul McNamara, tenor, auditionedin Berlin

Miriam Murphy, soprano, auditioned in London

James Rutherford, baritone, auditionedin London
Andrew Lindsay Sritheran, tenor, auditionedin London
Carsten Wittmoser, bass, auditioned in Berlin

Thelnternationa Wagner Competition ismade possible by agenerous contribution fromthe Charles
Simonyi Fund for Artsand Sciences. The competitionisan extension of Seattle Opera’scommitment to
Wagner and has been established to identify and recognize operasingerswho demonstrate clear promise of

animportant career inthe\Wagner repertoire.

Ticket Information

I nternationa Wagner Information
August 19, 2006, 7:30 p.m.
Marion Oliver McCaw Hall

Tickets: $4210$52
Seattle Opera Ticket Office: 800-426-1619 or 206-389-7676
Order Online: www.sesttleopera.org

Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company is
recognized internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera’s
interpretations of the works of Richard Wagner.

Seattle Opera is grateful to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund, Bank of America,
The Boeing Company, 98.1 Classical KING FM, Charles E. Stuart Charitable Foundation, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers’
Endowment, 4Culture, Kreielsheimer Foundation, Wallace Foundation, Microsoft Corporation, National Endowment for the Arts,
Nesholm Family Foundation, PONCHO, City Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, Seattle Opera Guild, Sherman Clay Pianos, and
Washington State Arts Commission

RJ 3/30/06



