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Seattle Opera Announces Finalists
For International Wagner Competition

Eight Singers Chosen from Auditionsin Berlin, Vienna,
London, Paris, New York, and Seattle

Competition Will Be Held August 19 at McCaw Hall
Tickets Go on Sale April 10

Sesttle—Sesattle Opera General Director Speight Jenkinsannounced today the namesof theeight finalists
and two dternatesinthe company’sfir st International Wagner Competition. Thisevent will featureeight
operasingers, between the ages of 25 and 40, competing for two $15,000 prizesin aconcert with full
orchestraon August 19, 2006, at McCaw Hall. Ticketsfor thisevent will goonsaleonApril 10, 2006.

Finaligts:

Carolyn Betty, soprano, auditioned in New York

Jason Callins, tenor, auditioned in Sesattle

Dorothy Grandia, soprano, auditionedin London

Paul McNamara, tenor, auditionedin Berlin

Miriam Murphy, soprano, auditionedin London

James Rutherford, baritone, auditioned in London
Andrew Lindsay Sritheran, tenor, auditionedin London
Carsten Wittmoser, bass, auditioned in Berlin

Alternates:
MariaJooste, soprano, auditionedin New York
Philip O’ Brien, tenor, auditionedin London

Last summer, during the run of Seattle Opera s Ring des Nibelungen, Jenkins announced the creation of the
Sesttle Operalnternationa Wagner Competition, made possible by agenerous contribution fromthe
CharlesSimonyi Fund for Artsand Sciences. Since 1975, with the presentation of itsfirst Ring cycle,

Sesttle Operahasbuilt aninternational reputation for being theleading presenter of the\Wagner repertoirein
the United States. ThisWagner tradition began under theleadership of the company’s Founding General
Director Glynn Rossand has continued under theleadership of Jenkins. (During the Jenkinsadministration,
Sesttle Operahas compl eted the daunting artistic feat of presenting not only two original productions of
Wagner’s Ring des Nibelungen but original productionsof al ten of Wagner’smajor operas.) The Seettle
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Operalnternational Wagner Competition, asan extension of Seattle Opera scommitment to Wagner, has
been established to identify and recognize operasingerswho demonstrate clear promise of animportant
career inthe Wagner repertoire.

“Speight redlized that Seattle Opera, asthe preeminent Wagner company in the United States, could also
take aleadership rolein discovering and promoting outstanding young singerswho show promise of major
careersinthe Wagner repertoire,” said John F. Nesholm, chairman of the Seattle OperaBoard of Trustees.

Seattle Operalnternational Wagner Competition

TheCompetition

Thefinal competition concludeswith afull-orchestraconcert at McCaw Hall on August 19, 2006, during
therun of Seattle Opera ssummer presentation of Richard Strauss' s Rosenkavalier. Therewill betwo
winnersof the competition, and each will receive an unrestricted cash grant of $15,000.

Preliminary AuditionsHeld in Berlin, London, Paris, New York, and Seattle

Between November and December 2005, Jenkinslistened to auditionsin Berlin, London, Vienna, Paris,
New York, and Sesattle. Although he had planned to select only six finalistsand two aternates, the quality of
voicesthat heheard led himto pick eight finalistsand two alternates. Thegoal wasto locate artistsready to
launch into maor Wagner roles, said Jenkins, who were between the ages of 25 and 40.

Candidatesof proven ability were nominated by agents, generd directors, and other established
professionalsinthefield of opera

Competition Underwritten by the CharlesSimonyi Fund for Artsand Sciences

The Charles Simonyi Fund for Artsand Sciences awarded agrant of $300,000 to Seattle Operafor the
Seattle Operalnternationa Wagner Competition and for Seattle Opera selementary school operaproject,
Theft of the Gold: The Ring Begins, anew project for the Seattle Operaprogram * OperaGoesto
School” (for moreinformation on “OperaGoesto School” and Theft of the Gold: The Ring Begins, see
http://vww.sesattl eopera.org/company/educatior).

“Thisgift recognizes Seattle Opera suniquerolein presenting Wagner’ sgreat works and itsreputation for
attracting the best singersand enthusiastic audiencesfrom around theworld,” said Charles Simonyi, when
announcing thisgrant last summer. “Inaddition, our gift embracesthe mission of thefoundation: Accessto
Excellence. Seattle Operarepresentsexcellenceinevery way.”

Morelnformation on Finalistsand Alter nates

Carolyn Betty

Soprano

Birthplace: Wilmington, DE
AuditionedinNew York

A graduate of the Pittsburgh Opera Center, American soprano Carolyn Betty’ srecent engagementsinclude
Fiordiligi in Mozart'sCosi fan tutte and Micaelain Bizet's Carmen at Pittsburgh Opera, Vitdliain
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Mozart’'sClemenza di Tito and AnnaMaurrant in\Weill’s Sreet Sceneat the Wolf Trap Opera, Anninain
Verdi’s Traviata and Nanny in Dominick Argento’sMissHavisham's Fire at OperaTheatre of Saint
Louis, and Fiordiligi and thetitlerole of Samuel Barber’sVanessa at the CurtisInstituteof Music. In
concert at the Hollywood Bowl, she has sung in Wagner’s Gotterdammer ung with the LosAngeles
Philharmonic and Howard Shore'sLord of the Rings Symphony with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra. Her
other concert engagementshaveincluded First Flowermaidenin Wagner’ sParsifal at LosAngeles
Philharmonic, Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 at Fittsburgh Symphony; Rosalindein selectionsfrom Johann
Strauss, Jr.’sFledermausat National Symphony Orchestra, Handel’sMessiah with the Baltimore
Symphony, and recital swith Stephen Blier with both The New York Festival of Song and Wolf Trap Opera.
Betty wasawinner of the 2002 Metropolitan OperaNationa Council Auditions. Her other awardsinclude
a2004 Richard Tucker Study Grant, the 2000 Richard Gaddes Career Grant, a2002 Sullivan Award, and
a2003 ShoshanaFoundation Award. She hasalso gained recognition from the George L ondon Foundation
andtheMacCallister Awards.

Jason Collins

Tenor

Birthplace: Columbia, SC
Auditionedin Seettle

In 2005, American tenor Jason Collinsmade hisdebut at ArizonaOperaasErik inWagner’sFliegende
Hollander, at Kentucky OperaasLenski in Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, and at Austin Lyric Operaas
Zinovy in Shostakovich's Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk. Other rolesfor Collinsinclude Steuermannin Der
fliegende Hollander and Peter Quint in Britten's Turn of the Screw at Pittsburgh Opera, Chevalier dela
Forcein Poulenc’s Dialogues des Carmélitesand Beppein Leoncavallo’sPagliacci at Glimmerglass
Opera, Narraboth in Richard Strauss's Salome at Fort Worth Opera, and Drum-Major in Berg's Wozzeck
with OperaFestival of New Jersey. With OperaCompany of Philade phia, hehassung MacolminVerdi’s
Macbeth, Dancairein Bizet's Carmen, and Elder Gleatonin Carlide Floyd’'s Susannah. Collinssang
Schweik in Kurka' s Good Soldier Schwelk at the Chicago OperaTheater, arolewhich hea so sang onthe
2003 CannesAwards-nominated recording for Cedille Records. Healso hasappeared at Bard Festival
and Nashville Opera. In concert, Collinshas appeared with Pacific Symphony, American Symphony
Orchestraat Lincoln Center, IRIS Chamber Orchestra, Chamber Orchestraof Philadel phia, and Stockton
Symphony among others. A native of South Carolina, Collins awardsand scholarshipsincludethe 2005
Richard F. Gold Career Grant, the 2000 Mario Lanzacompetition, the LucreziaBori prizefor foreign study,
theAliceTully scholarship, and the Tatiana Troyanos scholarship.

Dorothy Grandia
Soprano

Birthplace: Mt. Kisco, NY
AuditionedinLondon

Dutch-American soprano Dorothy Grandiahas appeared with New York OperaForumand Austin Lyric
OperaintheU.S., and with Het National Ballet Orkest, Concertgebouw Orchestra, Dutch Radio
Philharmonic Orchestra, and Dutch Radio Choir inthe Netherlands. Recent performancesincludetheroles
of Sentain Wagner’sFliegende Hollander at OperaZuid, Gerhildein Wagner’sWalkireand Echoin
Richard Strauss' s Ariadne auf Naxos at Concertgebouw, Anton Webern's Songsfor Soprano at Dutch
National Ballet Company, and Britten’sWar Requiem at Residentie Orkest of The Hague. Other rolesin
her repertoireinclude Leonorain Verdi’ sForzadel Destino, Micaglain Bizet'sCarmen, theMarschallinin
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Richard Strauss' s Rosenkavalier, and Mimi in Puccini’sBohéme. Grandiatrained at the Mannes
Conservatory inNew York.

Paul McNamara

Tenor

Birthplace: Dublin, Irdland
AuditionedinBerlin

Irishtenor Paul McNamaramade hisoperadebut in OperaTheatre Company’sstageand television
production of Haydn’sInfedelta delusa. Sincethen, he hasappeared at Operalreland, Oper Kiel,
Landestheater Neustrelitz, Theater Bielefeld, Staatstheater Cottbus, Staatstheater Meiningen, Cape Town
Opera, Wieshaden Maifest, Buxton Festival, Aldeburgh Proms, International Janacek Festival in Brno, and
festivalsat Covent Garden, Poznén, and Batignano. Therolesin hisrepertoireincludethetitlerolein
Mozart’sIdomeneo, Erik in Wagner’s Fliegende Hollander, Lenski in Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin,
CanioinLeoncavallo’'sPagliacci, the Princein Dvorak’s Rusalka, Narraboth in Richard Strauss's Salome,
Bacchusin Richard Strauss' s Ariadne auf Naxos, Tichon in Janacek’ s Kata Kabanova, the tenor rolesin
Janacek’sCunning Little Vixen, Guido Bardi in Zemlinsky’s Eineflorentinische Tragtdie, and Christian
inAlfano’sCyranodeBergerac. McNamarawill debut at the Grand Théétre de Geneve asAugustin
Moser inWagner’sMeistersinger von Nirnberg. Hismany prizesand awardsincludethe opera
scholarship of the Roya College of Musicin London and the Bayreuth Bursary of the British Wagner
Society.

Miriam Murphy

Soprano

Birthplace: Dublin, Irdland

AuditionedinLondon

During her timeat DIT Collegeof Musicin Dublin, Miriam Murphy won every major Irish competition,
including the Joan Sutherland Trophy inthe Dr. VeronicaDunne International Singing Competition, the
Gervase ElwesCup at the Dublin Feis Coeil, and the YamahaI nternational Foundation Bursary. More
recently, thelrish soprano won the Bayreuth Bursary and thefirst RitaHunter Bursary to be awarded.
Murphy has performed with Operalreland and the Opera Theatre Company aswell astouring Ireland with
Leinster OperaStudio. Her recent rolesinclude Lady Macbethin Verdi’s Macbeth and Santuzzain
Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana with English Touring Opera. 1nconcert, shehassung DonnaElvirain
Mozart’'sDon Giovanni for Operalreland, Elizabethin Verdi’sDon Carlosat the Royal Albert Hall, and
thetitleroleof Donizetti’s Anna Bolena at the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London. Other concert appearances
include Verdi’s Requiemat the Barbican, Beethoven’sMassin C at the National Concert Hall in Dublin,
and Mahler’sLied von der Erdefor the BBC Proms, awork that she hasalso recorded with Edward Carl
and the Royal Academy Orchestra.

JamesRutherford

Baritone

Birthplace: Dulwich, England
AuditionedinLondon

Baritone James Rutherford was named aBBC New Generation Artistin 2000. Trained at Roya College
of Music and National OperaStudio in London, Rutherford has appeared asFigaro in Mozart’sNozze di
Figaro at OperaNationa de Paris, Welsh National Opera, OperaNorth, and Glyndebourne Touring
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Opera. Other rolesinclude K 6thner in Wagner’sMeistersinger von Nurnberg and First Shepherdin
Richard Strauss sDaphnefor Royal Opera Covent Garden, Verdi’ s Falstaff for British Youth Opera, the
Forester in Janacek’s Cunning Little Vixen for Wel sh National Opera, Theseusin Britten’sMidsummer
Night's Dreamfor OperaNorth, Nick Shadow in Stravinsky’s Rake’'s Progressfor English Touring Opera,
and Jokanaan in Richard Strauss's Salomefor Operade Montpellier. He hasbeen recorded by Harmonia
Mundi singing Argantein Handel’sRinaldo, arolethat he has sung at Deutsche Staatsoper and at the
Montpellier and Innsbruck Festivals.  1n concert, thisEnglish singer hasappeared with the BBC Symphony
Orchestra, BBC Nationa Orchestraof Wales, London Symphony Orchestra, Royal Scottish National
Orchestra, Berlin Philharmonic, Sudwestrundfunk Orchestra, Roya Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, and
BBC Philharmonic, among others. Inrecital, Rutherford has sung throughout the U.K ., including
performanceswith Graham Johnson’s Young SongmakersAlmanac, BBC Radio 3, and Roya Dublin
Society, aswell asat numerousfestivals. Inthe U.S., he has appeared asDonner in Wagner’s Rheingold at
Lyric Operaof Chicago.

Andrew Lindsay Sritheran

Tenor

Birthplace: Wellington, New Zedland
AuditionedinLondon

New Zealander Andrew Sritheran began hisstudiesat the\Wellington Conservatorium and then at Roya
Northern College of Musicinthe United Kingdom. HisawardsincludeFirst Prizefrom theWagner Society
(London) in 2002 and the Bayreuth Bursary in 2004. Sritheran became amember of Jette Parker Young
Artists Programme at the Roya Operain 2005. Thisyoung tenor has performed Don Joséin Bizet's
Carmenfor theAberdeen International Youth Festival, aseries of Opera Galaconcertsthroughout England,
and Pinkerton in Puccini’sMadame Butterfly for Clonter Opera. In the 2005/06 season, he sings Snout in
Britten’sMidsummer Night's Dreamand Malcolmin Verdi’s Macbeth for the Royal Opera.

Cargten Wittmoser

Bass

Birthplace: Essen, Germany
AuditionedinBerlin

German singer Carsten Wittmoser joined the Staatsoper Stuttgart ensemblein 1997, where he sang such
rolesasBasilioin Rossini’sBarbieredi Sviglia. Threeyearslater, he becameamember of the opera
ensembleof the Theatrein Linz, where hisrolesincluded DonAlfonso in Mozart’s Cosli fan tutte, the
Hermit in Weber’sFrei schiitz, Banquo in Verdi’s Macbeth, and the Landgraf in Wagner’s Tannh&user .
Wittmoser a so made hisdebut at the Deutsche Staatsoper Berlin asthe Landgraf. Inthe 2004/5 season, he
joined the Freiburg Operaand sang Raimondo in Doni zetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor, Ramfisand the King
inVerdi’s Aida, the Doctor in Berg' sWbzzeck, and VVodnik in Dvorak’s Rusalka. 1nthe 2005/06 season,
Wittmoser becameamember of Hamburgische Staatsoper. Hisrolestherewill include Dr. Bartoloin
Mozart’sNozze di Figaro, Sarastro in Mozart’s Zauber fl 6te, and Sparafucilein Verdi’s Rigol etto, among
others. Recent Wagner rolesinclude Fafner in Das Rheingold at the Bruckner Festival inLinz and King
Markein Tristan und Isoldein aconcert performance at Volkstheater Rostock. Wittmoser hasaso
appeared at Gergiev-Festival in Rotterdam, Bayerische Staatsoper, Orff Summer Festival inAndechs, and
ViennaVolksoper.

MariaJooste (alternate)
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Soprano
Birthplace: CapeTown, SouthAfrica
AuditionedinNew York

Soprano Maria Jooste began her training at South African College of Music. Following her undergraduate
work, shejoined the Cape Town Opera Studio where her rolesincluded Marcellinain Mozart’sNozze di
Figaro, theHigh Priestessin Verdi’s Aida, and M other and Witch in Humperdinck’ sHansel und Gretel.
In 2001, Joostewasafinalist inthe Metropolitan Opera’sNational Council Auditions, and shereturned to
South Africathat seasonto be afeatured singer inthe” Stars: Past, Present, and Future” concert. The
following year, shewon the Wagner section of the Liederkranz competition. Whiletraining at Juilliard, she
was awarded the Janet Southwick Norwood Scholarship, theArthur B. Barber Scholarship, and the John
W. Drye, J. Memoria ScholarshipinVoice. 1n 2003 and 2004, Jooste was amember of the Domingo-
Cafritz YoungArtist Program at the\Washington National Opera. Most recently, Jooste sangAriadnein
Richard Strauss' s Ariadne auf Naxos at Tulsa Opera.

Philip O’Brien (alternate)
Tenor

Birthplace: London, England
AuditionedinLondon

Englishtenor Philip O’ Brien studied at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, wherehe becamea
Wolfson Scholar and won the Patrick Libby prizefor acting. 102005, hewasafinalist inthe\Wagner
Society Competition (London). Sinceleaving college, O’ Brien has sung with Glyndebourne, Savonlinna
Festival, Carl Rosa, and Opera Omnibus, among others. Hisrecent roleshaveincluded Nemorinoin
Donizetti’sElisir d amoreat Bel Canto Opera, Radamesin Verdi’s Aida and Samson in Saint-Saens
Samson et Dalila at Kentish Opera, Alfredoin Verdi’s Traviata at Co-Operalreland, Lensky in
Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin at Oxford City Opera, the Princein Dvorak’s Rusalka at the Iford Festival,
and Don Joséin Bizet’sCarmen at theAylesbury Festival. Future engagementsinclude Frohin Das
Rheingold with the Northern Wagner Orchestra.

I nter national Wagner Competition Ticket Information

I nternational Wagner Competitionticketsgo on saleto thepubliconApril 10, 2006. Ticketsareavailable
through the Seattle OperaTicket Office, 206-389-7676 or 800-426-1619, or in person at 1020 John
Street, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Ticketscan a so be purchased online at
Wwww.segttleopera.org.

I nter national Wagner Competition
August 19, 2006

7:30p.m.

Marion Oliver McCaw Hall

Tickets: $42to $52

Seattle Opera Ticket Office: 800-426-1619 or 206-389-7676
Order through the Web: www.segttleopera.org
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Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has devel oped into one of the leading opera companiesin the United States. The
company isrecognized internationally for itstheatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances,
especially the Opera's presentation of the works of Richard Wagner.

Seattle Operais appreciative to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund,
Microsoft Corporation, The Boeing Company, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers Endowment, Nesholm Family
Foundation, Classical KING FM 98.1, 4Culture, CharlesE. Stuart Charitable Foundation, Kreielsheimer Foundation,
PONCHO, Washington State Arts Commission, Mayor’s Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs(City of Seattle), Wallace
Foundation, National Endowment for theArts, Bank of America, Key Bank, the Seattle Foundation, Seattle Opera Guild,
Quality Business Systems, and Sherman Clay Pianos. Seattle Operais a participant in the Seattle Arts Stabilization

Project, ajoint venture of the Seattle Arts Stabilization Committee and the National Arts Stabilization Fund.



