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Seattle OperaAnnounces 2008 | nter national Wagner Competition
Auditionstobeheld by invitation-only
in London, Munich, New York and Seattle

Second I nter national Wagner Competition will befunded
by CharlesSimonyi Fund for Artsand Sciences

Seattle—Genera Director Speight Jenkins hasannounced that Seattle Opera s second I nternational \WWagner
Competition will takeplaceon August 16, 2008 in Sesettle. Seattle Opera sfirst International \Wagner
CompetitioninAugust, 2006 was created by Seattle Operatoidentify and recognize qudified, emerging
operasingerswho demonstrate clear promise of animportant career in the Wagnerian repertoire.

The competition, which generated enthusi astic audiencesand critical acclaiminitsfirst year, isopento
professiona singers between the agesof 25 and 39, worldwide, who have had thetraining and experience
necessary to performWagnerianroles. Nomineesare currently being solicited from genera directorsof
operacompanies, artist representatives, and an internationa panel of established operaprofessionals.
Auditions, whichareby invitation only, will beheld thisfal in London, Munich, New York, and Sesttle.

The 2006 International Wagner Competition generated applicationsfromal over theworld, with finalists
hailing fromIreland, Germany, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Soprano Miriam
Murphy from Ireland and baritone James Rutherford from England took top honorsand cash prizes of
$15,000 each.

Thelnternational Wagner Competition ismade possible by agenerous contribution from the Charles
Simonyi Fund for Artsand Sciences.

“From the moment that Susan Hutchison, Executive Director of the Simonyi Fund, announced it would
continueitssupport of the International \Wagner Competition, we have been planning for 2008,” said
Generd Director Speight Jenkins. “Wedrew very fineartiststo thefirst competition, and with theimmense
amount of global attentionit receivedin 2006, we expect to audition an even larger pool of worthy
contestantsthistime.”

For theauditions, each candidateis expected to prepare several ariasintheorigina language, fromthe
Wagner repertory. They will singtwo ariasat their initia audition. Fromthe pool of candidates, Jenkinsand
conductor Asher Fischwill select no morethan eight finalistsand two aternatesfor August 16, 2008
competitionitself—afull-orchestraconcert at Marion Oliver McCaw Hall in Sesttle, Washington. Two
winnerswill each receiveacash award of $15,000, aswell asthe possibility of an engagement with Seattle
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Opera(four of theeight finalistsin 2006 have future engagementswith Seattle Opera).

Said Irish soprano Miriam Murphy, one of the 2006 winners. “Sincewinning the International Wagner
Compestition, | have had incredibleinterest from housesall over Europe and America. Asthe Wagnerian
voiceisarare commodity, when you win acompetition of thiscalibre people suddenly takeyou very
serioudly. Seattle Opera’ sreputation for Wagner is second to none, so to have been recognised there has
meant that | am now, over the next threeyears, covering | solde, Kundry, and Briinnhildefor the Royal
OperaHouse Covent Garden, the Badtille, the Liceuin Barcelona, and best of all, | returnto Seettletotake
partintheir production of theRing. | candefinitely say that al these offershave comefrom my competition
successin Seattle. Aswith everything, however, therehasto beadown sideand it isthat my win has
curtailed my socid lifedramatically— as| have somuchmusictolearn!”

Since 1975, with the presentation of itsfirst Ring cycle, Seettle Operahasbuilt aninternational reputation
for being theleading presenter of Wagner repertoirein the United States. ThisWagner tradition began
under theleadership of the company’sfounding genera director, Glynn Ross, and has continued under the
leadership of Speight Jenkins. During Jenkins' tenure, Seattle Operahas compl eted theformidableartistic
feat of presenting not only two new productions of Wagner’s Ring des Nibel ungen but new productions of
the other six major Wagner operas. InAugust 2007, Seattle Operawill launchits 2007/08 season with
Wagner’s Flying Dutchman. Oneof thefinalists of the 2006 I nternationa Wagner Competition, Jason
Coallins, will make hisdebut with Seattle Operain therole of the Steersman.

“Thefirst competition wasasensation!” noted the Simonyi Fund’sexecutivedirector, Susan Hutchison.
“Whilewe eagerly awaited thejudges decision, Speight gavethe audiencean opportunity tovote, too. I'm
surethey will al want to returnin 2008 to cast their ballotsagain. 1t will be another great evening of music,
talent, and dramal”

Seattle Opera 2008 | nter national Wagner Competition

Timeline

Participation in the Seattle Operalnternational \Wagner Competition, whichisby nomination only, isopento
singersbetween theagesof 25 and 39, worldwide. Preliminary roundsof the competitionwill beheldin
London, Munich, New York, and Sesattle. Speight Jenkinsand membersof an advisory panel will select no
morethan eight finalistsand two aternatesfor thefinal competition. Thefina competitionwill beafull-
orchestraconcert at McCaw Hall on August 16, 2008. Ticketsare scheduled to go onsalein 2008. Two
winnersof the competition will each receive an unrestricted cash grant of $15,000.

Preiminary Round

Candidatesof proven ability may be nominated by agents, genera directors, and other established
professionasinthefield of opera. Nominationswill bereviewed in advance of the preliminary rounds.
Nominees should have had professional training and performance experience, with appropriate preparation
for the Wagner repertory. Nomineesmust be between the agesof 25 and 39. Thereareno application
forms and general letters of interest will not be accepted — candidates must be nominated to be
eligiblefor thecompetition. CDsof the nominees, ideally singing Wagner and accompanied by
orchestraor piano, must be submitted to Seattle Operapostmarked prior to July 1, 2007. Artistsswho are
selected to audition will be notified no later than August 10, 2007. Nominees should prepare at least two
Wagner arias (preferably more) in German. Auditionswill beheldin Munich on September 4andin

L ondon on September 5. Auditionswill take placein New York on December 3and 4 andin Seettlelater in
December. Findists, who will appear inthe August competition concert, will beannounced by January 1,
2008.
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About SeattleOpera

Founded in 1963, Sesattle Operaisone of theleading operacompaniesin the United States. The company
isrecognizedinternationally for itstheatrically compelling and musi cally accomplished performances,
especidly the Opera sinterpretationsof theworksof Richard Wagner. Seattle Opera’sWagner tradition
began under the leadership of the company’ sfounding genera director, Glynn Ross, and has continued since
1983 under Genera Director Speight Jenkins. Since 1975, Sesattle Operahas presented 35 cyclesof the
Ring (threedifferent productions), in addition to acclaimed productionsof al the other major operasinthe
Wagner canon. Seettle Operahas achieved the highest per capitaattendance of any major operacompany
inthe United States, and draws opera-goersfrom four continents, nineteen countries, and forty-nine states.

Sesttle Operaisgrateful tothe Charles Simonyi Fund for Artsand Sciencesfor their generous support of
the International Wagner Competition.
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