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HansWolf,
Former Seattle OperaAssociate Conductor and Chorusmaster,
Diesat Age 92

Seattle—On Friday, August 5, 2005, former Seattle Operaassociate conductor HansWolf diedin Sesttle
after suffering amassive heart attack.

Wolf joined Sesattle Operaas chorusmaster and associate conductor in 1969 and conducted many of the
company’s Opera-in-English performances. Hislast performancesat the Seattle Opera podium were of
Mozart’s Abduction Fromthe Seraglio in 1982. He also served asthe company’ sdirector of community
outreach, leading cooperative community productionsof operawith such organizationsasPacific L utheran
University’s Summer Operain Tacoma, Segttle Junior Programsat the Center Playhouse, and Renton
Community Opera

“Hanswasone of thewarmest, most charming people | have ever known,” said Seattle OperaGenerd
Director Speight Jenkins. “ Curioudy, hewould never alow anyoneto celebrate hisage. No ninetieth
birthday celebration. Hewanted to keep working—enjoying music, finding new singers—and he succeeded
inhisgod until thevery end.”

Wolf retired from Seattle Operain 1983. He kept an office at the company’sadministrative headquarters,
however, regularly showing up afew minutes beforethe office opened. (“ If hewaslate, say two or three
minutes,” said TaviaCrowder, Segttle Opera sreceptionist, “ he' dsay, ‘I’ mlatethismorning; takeit off my
pay check.’ It washislittlejoke. | lovedit.”) Wolf’swork in the past decade centered on the Neglected
Master pi eces of Operetta productions he presented through Community Outreach Productions, of which
hewasartistic director. At thetime of hisdeath, hewasinthe process of preparing apresentation of an
Offenbach operetta, La Périchole.

Wolf wasa so aco-founder of TacomaOpera. Other creditsinclude conducting for Riverside Opera
Associationin Cdliforniaaswell asfor severa orchestrasin Europe, including Vienna Symphony, the
M ozarteum Orchestra, and the orchestras of Augsburg, Graz, Mannheim, and Wiesbaden.

Two yearsago, Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels proclaimed March 30, 2003, HansWolf Day in honor of
Wolf’snearly five-decades-long contribution to the artsin Seettle. The proclamation described Wolf as“a
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well-loved ambassador for the artsthroughout theregion” and noted that “ with passion and professionalism,
HansWolf has contributed to the audiences' increased appreciation for operaand promoted it asamore
accessibleart form.” Other honorsfor Wolf include a Sesttle OperaGuild award in 1975, which cited
Wolf’s*" dedication and loyalty to Seattle Opera’ and added: “ Heradiatesmusic wherever he goes, and the
placesaremany.”

Thememorid for HansWolf will beaconcert presentation of Offenbach’sPéricholeat TownHall in
Seattle on November 12, 2005.

Founded Th 1963, Seaiile Opera has developed 1nto one of the leading opera companies In the United States.  The company, Which
currently presents five productions a year, is recognized internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished
performances. Seattle Opera’s summer presentations, particularly of Wagner's Ring des Nibelungen, have been acclaimed often and
widely as the Pacific Northwest’'s premier cultural events.

Seattle Opera is grateful to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund, Bank of America, The
Boeing Company, Classical KING FM 98.1, Charles E. Stuart Charitable Foundation, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers' Endowment,
4Culture, Kreielsheimer Foundation, Wallace Foundation, Microsoft Corporation, National Endowment for the Arts, Nesholm Family
Foundation, PONCHO, City Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, Seattle Opera Guild, Sherman Clay Pianos, and Washington State Arts
Commission. Seattle Opera is a participant in the Seattle Arts Stabilization Project, a joint venture of the Seattle Arts Stabilization
Committee and the National Arts Stabilization Fund.
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