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Hilda Cullen Appointed Director of Public Relations
for Seattle Opera

Sedttle— Seattle OperaAdministrative Director Kelly Tweeddal e announced today that HildaCullen has
been appointed Director of Public Relationsfor Segttle Opera. Cullenwill beresponsiblefor media
relations, public relations, and publicationsfor the Seattle Operaand replaces TinaRyker, who retired after
25yearsof service,

“| am pleased to wel come Hilda Cullento the company. Her extensive background in publicationsand
destination publicrelationsisagreat fit for Seattle Opera, acompany knowninternationaly for its
compelling and thestrical approach to operawith aspecial emphasison the Wagner repertoire. Ms.
Cullen’sbackground will help usto extend our reach not only within our community, but abroad aswell.”
said Tweeddale.

Cullen hasheld previouspositionsas Director of Communicationsand Film Commissioner for the Santa
Cruz County Conference & Visitors Council, Communications Manager for the Oregon Tourism
Commission, and Director of Marketing and Communicationsfor Extraordinary Places. Sheservedfor nine
yearsasaMediaOfficer for the Canadian Consulate General in Seattle, working with tourism and arts
organizationsthroughout Canada. Early in her career, Cullen worked for Western Opera Theater, the
former touring branch of San Francisco Opera

Cullenreceived aBachelor of Artsdegreein HumanitiessMusicfromthe University of Caiforniaat
Berkeley. Sheisamember of the Society of American Travel Writersand has served two termsasan

el ected board member for SATW’sWestern Chapter. Shealso served for several yearson the board of
Flamenco ArtsNW.
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Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company is recognized
internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera’s interpretations of the
works of Richard Wagner. In 2006, Seattle Opera presented its first International Wagner Competition, made possible by the Charles
Simonyi Fund for Arts and Sciences.

Seattle Opera is grateful to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: The Boeing Company, Microsoft
Corporation, 4Culture, 98.1 Classical KING FM, ArtsFund, C.E. Stuart Charitable Trust, Kreielsheimer Endowment Fund, Mayor’s Office
of Arts & Cultural Affairs (City of Seattle), National Endowment for the Arts, Nesholm Family Foundation, PONCHO, The James and
Sherry Raisbeck Singers' Endowment, Washington State Arts Commission, Seattle Opera Guild, and Sherman Clay.
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