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Cosi fan tutte Opens February 25

Famed British Director Jonathan Miller Makes His Seattle Opera Debut
Polenzani and Maltman Return to Seattle Opera
Special One-Day Ticket Sale Celebrates Mozart’s Birthday

Seattle—Seattle Opera’s new production of Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte opens February 25. Famed British
director Jonathan Miller hasbeenin Sesttlefor the past month, rehearsing the cast in hisversion of Mozart's
classic opera buffa about two men testing thefidelity of their fiancées.

“1 had read about Dr. Jonathan Miller’s successwith hisproduction of Cosi at the Royal OperaCovent
Garden,” said General Director Speight Jenkins. “The production then cameto the Brooklyn Academy of
Music, whereit played to sold-out houses, and | ater played at the Lincoln Center Festival, whereit again
proved wildly popular. By thetime Lincoln Center Festival turned up, we had acontract with Dr. Miller to
direct the production here. Seattle Operabuilt the set for Lincoln Center, knowing that after thefive
performancesthere were completed, we could bring it back and have the setsherefor our performances.”

Although Miller’s production of Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin was presented by Seattle Operain 2002,
thisisthefirst timethat Miller hasdirected an operafor the company. Miller’slong career intheater, opera,
and television began in the 1960swhen heformed Beyond the Fringe with comedians Dudley Mooreand
Peter Cook. Sincethen, he hasbeen honored multipletimesfor hiswork inthedirection of Shakespeare's
playsin London’sWest End and on Broadway, for hisdirection of operasfor many magor housesincluding
the Metropolitan Operaand Roya OperaCovent Garden, and for hisnumerous TV seriesincludinga
recent BBC serieson opera. Alsoaqualified neurologist and published author, Miller wasknighted in 2002
for hisaccomplishmentsinthearts.

Casting Cosi fan tutte allowed Jenkinsto bring back anumber of popular singersto the Seattle Opera
stage. American tenor Matthew Polenzani as Ferrando and English baritone Christopher Matman as
Guglidmo aretheyoung menwho decidetotest theloyalty of their girlfriends. Polenzani made hisdebut as
Count Almavivainthe 2000 production of Rossini’sBarbieredi Sviglia. Matman madehisU.S. debut at
Sesttle OperaasBritten'sBilly Budd. American baritone Richard Stilwell singstheroleof DonAlfonso, a
rolethat he sang previoudly at Seattle Operafor the 1992 production of Cosi fan tutte. Polenzani,
Maltman, and Stilwell al appear inthe Opening Night Cast.

“ After the success of Matthew Polenzani as Count Almavivain The Barber of Sevillein 2000 and



Christopher Matman asBilly Budd in 2001, | wanted to bring them both back assoon aspossible,” said
Jenkins. “Just to completethe male contingent, | immediately engaged Richard Stilwell, one of thegreat
interpretersof DonAlfonso intheworld today.”

The Opening Night cast a so featuresapair of Seattle Operadebuts singing therolesof theyoung men's
fiancées. French-Canadian sopranoAlexandraDeshortiessingsFiordiligi, arolethat she hasperformed
many timesincluding most recently for aMetropolitan Operabroadcast. English mezzo-soprano Christine
Ricemakesher U.S. operadebut asFiordiligi’ssister Dorabella.

“After | first heard AlexandraDeshorties, | engaged her immediately for Fiordiligi. Shehassince sungthe
role at the San Francisco Operaand the Metropolitan. About two years ago an English friend told me about
ChrigtineRice. | heard Ricein audition and found her tobeanideal Dorabella,” said Jenkins. “The
Canadian mezzo-soprano Kimberly Barber, who has often distinguished hersalf with us, waseager to sing
theroleof themaid Despina, and the Opening Night cast was completed.”

Jenkinswas quick to point out that the Sunday/Friday cast (all rolesin Cosi fan tutte are double cast) a so
containstwo popular Seattle Operasingersand someimportant debuts.

American baritone David Adam Moore, aformer Seattle OperaYoungArtist, returnsto the mainstage as
Guglielmo after severd appearancesin EuropeasMozart’sDon Giovanni (arolehesanginthe
controversia production directed by Calixto Bieitoin Hannover). Also returning to SeettleisIrish soprano
FrancesLucey, who singsDespina. Lucey previously appeared at Seattle OperaasRosalbainlast
season’s production of Catan’sFlorencia en el Amazonas.

Making their debutsin the Sunday/Friday cast are American soprano JessicaJonesasFiordiligi, American
tenor Don Frazure as Ferrando, American mezzo-soprano MariaZifchak as Dorabella, and American bass
Va erian Ruminski asDonAlfonso. Jones, who wasamember of the young artistsprogram at Houston
Grand Opera, has sung M ozart heroines at Houston, Aspen Music Festival, and Wolf Trap Opera, among
others. Frazure hasappeared in avariety of rolesat operahousesthroughout the United Statesand isthe
Voca Artist-in-Residenceat William Carey College. Zifchak most recently sang Dorabellaat the Met.
Ruminski’ srecent engagementsinclude Timur in Puccini’ s Turandot at Vancouver Opera.

Long Beach Opera sgenera director Andreas Mitisek conducts. Mitisek made his Seattle Operadebut
conducting Weber’s Freischiitzin 1999 and conducted Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin herein 2002.
Originally fromVienna, Mitisek has conducted anumber of M ozart productionsin Europeand America.

“Conducting in Mozart issometimeseventrickier than in other standard repertory operas,” said Jenkins.
“Themainreasonisthat Mozart doesnot alow for any hiding: what you know, what you are, what you can
doislaidout plainfor al to hear. | have known Andreas Mitisek for morethan ten yearsand knew his
affinity for and frequent successwith the composer’swork.”

Special Sale CelebratesM ozart’s250™ Birthday

Seattle Operawill hold aone-day ticket salefor Cosi fan tutte on February 23 in honor of Mozart’s 250th
birthday. Thesalestartsat 2:50 a.m. and goesuntil 2:50 p.m. that day. Thediscountis25% onany full-
priceticket to any Cosi performance (excluding Dress Circle seatsand previoudy purchased tickets). The
promotion codeis 7933, which buyers need to mention in order to take advantage of the offer.



All ticketsfor Cosi fan tutte are avail abl e through the Seattle Opera Ticket Office, 206-389-7676 or 800-
426-1619, or in person at 1020 John Street, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Ticketscan
also be purchased online at www.segttleopera.org.

Jonathan Miller at Cosi Unabridged

Director Jonathan Miller will be Seattle Opera’s special guest at the Opera Unabridged lectureon
February 25. Thisthree-hour seminar includesamultimedia presentation designed to inform theaudience
about the history, music, and themes of Mozart’ssardoniclook at love. Ticketsare $30 per personand
includerefreshments. Opera Unabridged runsfrom 10:00 am. to 1:00 p.m. inthe Nesholm Family
LectureHall at Marion Oliver McCaw Hall, 321 Mercer Street.

Ticketsfor the February 25 Opera Unabridged are avail able from the Seattle OperaTicket Office, 206-
389-7676 or 800-426-1619, or in person at 1020 John Street, Monday through Friday, 9:00 am. to 5:00
p.m. Ticketscan be purchased online at www.seattleopera.org.

Cosi fan tutte

Music by Wolfgang AmadeusMozart
Libretto by L orenzo daPonte
Inltaianwith English Captions

Marion Oliver McCaw Hall, 321 Mercer Street

Eight Performances. February 25, 26m, March 1,4, 5m, 8, 10, and 11, 2006
Approximate Running Time: 3 hoursand 17 minuteswith oneintermission
Evening performancesbegin at 7:30 p.m., matineesat 2:00 p.m.

SingleTicket Prices. $43-$141

Student Rush Tickets: $20 (available 2 hoursbefore performanceat McCaw Hall)
Seattle Opera Ticket Office: 800-426-1619 or 206-389-7676

Order through the Web: www.segttleopera.org

Artigts

Fiordiligi: AlexandraDeshortiest/JessicaJones* t
Dorabdlla ChrigineRicet/MariaZifchak* t

Ferrando: Matthew Polenzani/Don Frazure* t
Guglielmo: Christopher Matman/David Adam Moore*
Despina: Kimberly Barber/FrancesL ucey*
DonAlfonso: Richard Stilwell/VVa erian Ruminski* +

Conductor: AndreasMitisek

Director: JonathanMillert

Production Designer: Jonathan Miller
Associate Costume Designer: CynthiaSavage
LightingDesigner: Neil Peter Jampolis
English Captions. Jonathan Dean

Sets. Seattle Opera



Costumes:. Sesttle Opera

tCompany Debut
*On February 26m, March 5m, and 10, 2006 only
Production Sponsors: 98.1 Classical KING FM, Nesholm Family Foundation, and PONCHO
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Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company, which
currently presents five productions a year, is recognized internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished
performances. Seattle Opera’s summer presentations, particularly of Wagner's Ring des Nibelungen, have been acclaimed often and
widely as the Pacific Northwest’'s premier cultural events.

Seattle Opera is grateful to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund, Bank of America, The
Boeing Company, Classical KING FM 98.1, Charles E. Stuart Charitable Foundation, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers' Endowment,
4Culture, Kreielsheimer Foundation, The Wallace Foundation, Microsoft Corporation, National Endowment for the Arts, Nesholm
Family Foundation, PONCHO, Mayor’s Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs (City of Seattle), Seattle Opera Guild, Sherman Clay Pianos, and
Washington State Arts Commission. Seattle Opera is a participant in the Seattle Arts Stabilization Project, a joint venture of the Seattle

Arts Stabilization Committee and the National Arts Stabilization Fund.



