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Romanian Bass Gabor Andrasy Dies

An Esteemed Artist Long Associated with Seattle Opera

Upcoming Lohengrin Performances Dedicated to Andrasy

Seattle—Gabor Andrasy, an esteemed artist closely associated with Seattle Opera, died July 14, 2004, in
Florida. Hewas61. The causewascomplicationsresulting from abdominal cancer.

Of Hungarian extraction, but bornin Romania, Andrasy camefirst to the United Statesin 1987 to sing
Hunding in Die Walkiire and Hagen in Goétterdammer ung in Seattle Opera s production of Wagner’sRing.
Over the course of seventeen years, he sang 127 performances of 18 rolesat Seattle Opera. Hebecame
anAmerican citizen adecade ago.

“Gabor wasavital part of Seattle Opera,” said Speight Jenkins, general director. “ A great bass, he sang
hereinfivelanguagesand even morestyles. Hismost recent performancesherewereasEzraMannonin
last fall’sMourning BecomesElectra. Hewill beremembered for al hedid, most notably for his
performances of Hagen.

“ A man amost impossi bleto summarize, Gabor had great warmth, awonderful sense of humor, aclassic hot
temper that vanished almost as soon asit appeared, and acapacity for real friendship giventoafew. On
Sunday in our last conversation, he said to me how much Seattleand all hisfriendsmeant to him, and how
much thelarge number of cardshereceived both surprised and delighted him.

“Hewasagrest artist and an even more significant human being, atreasureto al of uswho had thegood
fortuneto know him.”

Andrasy was particularly well known for hisWagner rolesat Seattle Opera, though hisrepertoireat Sesttle
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Operaextended well beyond Wagner. In addition to such Wagner rolesasHunding, Hagen, Fafner,
Ddand, King Heinrich, and Pogner, Andrasy performed M ozart’s Commendatore and Sarastro, Weber’'s
Hermit and Samiel, Beethoven’sRocco, Verdi’s Grand Inquisitor and Philip 11, Britten'sDansker (inBilly
Budd), Catan’s Captain (in Florencia en € Amazonas), and General Mannon (in Levy’sMourning
BecomesElectra). Hewas scheduled to return to the company this season and next for more
performancesasthe Captainin Catén’s Florencia and as Fafner in Wagner’ s Ring des Nibelungen.

Heissurvived by hiswifeTerri and two adult children by apreviousmarriage. Therewill beamemorid
servicein Connecticut inearly fall.

Sedttle Operaisdedicating its upcoming performances of Wagner’sLohengrinin memory of Gabor
Andrasy.
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Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera has developed into one of the leading opera companies in the United States. The company is recognized
internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera's interpretations of the works
of Richard Wagner.

Seattle Opera is grateful to the following organizations for their steadfast major institutional support: ArtsFund, Bank of America, The
Boeing Company, Classical KING FM 98.1, Charles E. Stuart Charitable Foundation, The James and Sherry Raisbeck Singers' Endowment,
Cultural Development Authority of King County, Kreielsheimer Foundation, Wallace Foundation, Microsoft Corporation, National
Endowment for the Arts, Nesholm Family Foundation, PONCHO, City Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, Seattle Opera Guild, Sherman Clay
Pianos, and Washington State Arts Commission. Seattle Opera is a participant in the Seattle Arts Stabilization Project, a joint venture of
the Seattle Arts Stabilization Committee and the National Arts Stabilization Fund.
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